
 TRACY, Calif. – Just in time for the 
holiday season, the workforce at the U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Agency’s medical 
maintenance facility in Tracy will be 
receiving a welcomed gift in the form of a 
more spacious and modernized building.
 The relocation at Tracy Defense 
Distribution Depot will enable Medical 
Maintenance Operations Division-

Tracy, or MMOD-Tracy, to expand its 
mission capability. It also allows for the 
consolidation of the facility under one 
roof, with an additional 140,000 square 
feet of functional warehouse storage and 
workspace.
 The added space will better position 
MMOD-Tracy to continue serving as the 
technical center of excellence for the Army’s 

medical imaging equipment and what’s 
known as Special Purpose (medical) Test, 
Measurement and Diagnostic Equipment, 
or SP-TMDE.
 SP-TMDE is used to calibrate medical 
devices, similarly to other TMDE systems 
used to support other commodities such as 
communications or weapons systems.
 “Over time, and through normal 
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Biomedical equipment specialists at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division in Tracy, 
California, calibrate medical equipment in the special purpose Test, Measurement and Diagnostic Equipment, or TMDE, lab. (U.S. 
Army photo by Ellen Crown/Released)
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usage, materiel stress and changes 
in temperature can affect the reliability 
of equipment readings for all medical 
devices, potentially compromising patient 
safety and quality of patient care,” said Ian 
McNesby, production controller at MMOD-
Tracy. “TMDE is utilized in calibration 
of such medical devices and provides 
biomedical equipment specialists with 
the means to perform corrective actions 
and adjustments to ensure these devices 
are operating within original equipment 
manufacturer specifications.”
 Bret Mower, facilities director for 
U.S. Army Medical Logistics Command, 
USAMMA’s mission command 

headquarters, said the 171,000-square-
foot building, known as Building 6, was 
previously used by the Defense Logistics 
Agency, which recently vacated the space. 
It also includes another 71,000 square 
feet of secure, paved area for outside 
equipment storage and maintenance.
 The move is expected to be completed 
by early December.
 “This modernized building provides 
space to expand capabilities, meet 
future space needs and improve overall 
amenities,” Mower said. “It’s really a win-
win.”
 MMOD-Tracy’s current operation 
has been split between three outdated 

buildings that are poorly configured for 
workflow. The buildings, which date back to 
the 1940s, lack adequate storage, sprinkler 
coverage, insulation, and updated heating 
and cooling systems.
 The existing building infrastructure was 
not practical or economical to modernize 
as a long-term solution and failed to meet 
physical security requirements, which 
prompted AMLC to seek other options, 
Mower said.
 MMOD-Tracy is one of two units that 
handle TMDE support activities within 
AMLC. MMOD-Tracy takes care of all 
operations within the continental U.S., as 
well as U.S. Army Pacific and U.S. Army 
South. U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-
Europe in Germany, another AMLC direct 
reporting unit, handles TMDE needs 
outside the continental U.S.
 “Without this capability, the Army would 
see a significant increase in sustainment 
maintenance costs and turnaround time, 
while potentially incurring additional risk to 
patient care by utilizing alternate vendors 
for calibration and repair support,” said 
Isaac Newman, director of MMOD-Tracy.
 In the 2020-2021 fiscal year, MMOD-
Tracy calibrated almost 2,000 pieces of 
SP-TMDE. 
 With more space in their new building, 
MMOD-Tracy will be able to bring its TMDE 
lab under the same roof as the rest of its 
medical maintenance operation, creating 
efficiencies and less downtime to better 
support the warfighter.
 “Production flow will vastly improve 
as we no longer have to push carts full 
of equipment in and out of the buildings 
over uneven terrain or during inclement 
weather, creating the potential for damage 
to customer equipment,” said Ralph 
Constantino, MMOD-Tracy’s TMDE lab 
supervisor.
 The highly skilled workforce at MMOD-
Tracy is eager and excited to move into 
their new space. 
 “I look forward to the growth we can 
make as an organization,” said Anthony 
Zapantha, inventory manager, “more 
people, job opportunities and to overall 
improve as a center of excellence.”

(Continued)

By C.J. Lovelace

TOP: Javier Jesconstantine pushes a cart of equipment as the U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division in Tracy, California, 
prepares to relocate to another building at Tracy Defense Distribution Depot. 
Jesconstantine serves as a lead for Forward Repair Activity-Medical team based out 
of MMOD-Tracy. BOTTOM: Isaac Newman, right, director of the U.S. Medical Materiel 
Agency’s Medical Maintenance Operations Division in Tracy, California, assists with 
moving a desk and office equipment as part of the division’s move to a different, 
more modern building at Tracy Defense Distribution Depot. Also pictured is Cameron 
Campbell, a lead for MMOD-Tracy’s Forward Repair Activity-Medical team. (Courtesy 
photos provided)
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 It’s that time of year that we come together to celebrate 
the holiday season with family and friends. Some of us will 
be traveling long distances to see family, while others will 
be celebrating at home. 
 Keep in mind that this is a busy time of year and there 
will be plenty of traffic out on the roads, so please pay 
attention while driving. As we all know, texting and driving 
is very dangerous, so please use hands free devices while 
traveling. 
 There also will be a lot of people consuming alcohol 
through the holiday season. Please DO NOT drink and 
drive. We are better than that here at the AMLC. Always 
have a plan, such as having a designated driver or using a 
ride-sharing service, like Uber.
 The holidays also bring some not so happy times. For 
some, it brings back memories of loved ones, past holidays 
that were not so enjoyable or numerous other things. If 
need help or if you just need someone to talk to, please 
reach out. We are one big family here and AMLC, and 
families look out for one another. 
 Lastly, I want to talk about holiday decorations. Ensure 
that any electrical decorations do not have frays in the 
wiring, missing bulbs or damaged plugs. There are ladder 
mishaps every holiday season from people putting up 

holiday lights and decorations. Make sure all ladders are in 
good working order, placed on a flat hard surface and that 
someone is holding the ladder to make sure it doesn’t shift. 
Hope that everyone has a safe and enjoyable holiday 
season.

HOLIDAY SAFETY

By Ralph Davis

Army Medical Logistics Command’s Assistant Chief of Staff for Support Operations Col. Peter Markot 
toured the facilities and receives an overview during his visit to U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea on Nov. 4.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT
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 Accessibility, the “A” in DEIA, is a foundation on which the federal 
workforce must build diversity, equity and inclusion for people with 
disabilities. This change reaffirms support for, and builds upon, 
the procedures established by Executive Orders 13583, 13988 
and 14020, the Presidential Memorandum on Promoting Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion. Without accessibility, we cannot truly achieve 
the others.
 Here’s why: To remain a model employer, the federal 
government must promote a culture where all people can thrive. 
All agencies must empower their workforce, remove barriers, and 
create an inclusive and equitable environment that connects our 
people with the technologies, innovations and support necessary 
to flourish.  Agencies must consistently design, construct, develop 
and maintain facilities, technology, programs and services from 
the onset so that all people, including people with disabilities, can 
fully and independently use them. This requires commitment … so, 
what would this accessibility commitment involve?
• Commitment to accessibility provides focused support to 

remove barriers and provide enhanced opportunities to all 
individuals, including individuals with disabilities, and provide 
organizational support addressing all aspects of access and 
accessibility support.  

• Commitment to accessibility provides a foundational element 
necessary to the equitable inclusion of diverse populations, 
such as individuals with disabilities, and others who may 
require accessibility support to accommodate religious, 
medical or gender affirmation. 

• Commitment to accessibility includes proactive engagement 
with users and efforts to modernize infrastructures to support 
the rapid adoption of technological innovations.

 You can’t be inclusive if don’t have accessibility. Therefore, 

when looking at this from an organizational support perspective, 
accessibility is a broad functional area encompassing multiple 
aspects, including the design, construction, development and 
maintenance of facilities; information and communication 
technology; and specific programmatic support, tools and service 
areas (such as, information technology). 
 An accessibility framework, coordinated across the 
department,  will bolster its efforts to provide comprehensive 
access globally to employees, job applicants and the broader 
community it serves. Integrating and embedding a culture of 
accessibility for all populations, including those with multiple 
underserved attributes, throughout the federal government will 
strengthen its ability to attract qualified individuals and ensure a 
wider pool of talent can succeed and advance once employed.
 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion has a powerful 
addition, and it’s an “A” for Accessibility

By Candace Harriday

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Email: usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil 

Facebook: @ArmyMedlogCommand  Website: www.amlc.army.mil  
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Onward and

Kearney promoted to major

The family of Maj. Robert Kearney 
change his shoulder boards to celebrate 

his new rank during a promotion 
ceremony Nov. 18 at Fort Detrick, 

Maryland.

Sgt. 1st Class Caseja retires 

Sgt. 1st Class Johnatan Caseja, right, 
accepts the U.S. flag from Col. Timothy 
Walsh, deputy commander of Army 
Medical Logistics Command, 

during Caseja’s recent retirement 
ceremony at Fort Detrick, Maryland. 

Harbeson earns rank of 
master sergeant 

Congratulations to the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Agency’s 

Master Sgt. William Harbeson on his 
recent promotion!
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Col. Gary Cooper and Sgt. Maj. Hugo Roman visited U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s Medical 
Maintenance Operations Division at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, on Nov. 1, awarding Spc. Nicholas McKinley with an 

Army Commendation Medal for Soldier of Quarter and promoting Spc. Jason Paglia to the rank of sergeant.

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency Commander Col. Gary Cooper (far left) and Sgt. Maj. Hugo Roman 
(far right) visit Sierra Army Depot in California to meet with team members performing the support mission for the 

Medical Materiel Readiness Program.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT
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AMLC hosts Staff Integration and Orientation

Army Medical Logistics Command held its 
first ever staff integration and orientation event Nov. 10 
at Fort Detrick, Maryland. The event featured leaders 
from each staff section who provided an overview of 
their roles and responsibilities under AMLC. It was 

live-streamed and recorded for personnel who were 
unable to attend in person. (U.S. Army photos by C.J. 

Lovelace/Released)
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Fall cleanup at Fort Detrick

Military personnel from Army Medical Logistics Command and its direct reporting unit, the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Agency, participated Nov. 15 in fall cleanup activities at Fort Detrick, Maryland. Team 

members worked hand-in-hand with the other service branches to clean up around Building 693, raking, blowing and 
bagging nearly 100 bags of leaves and other debris. (U.S. Army photos by C.J. Lovelace/Released)
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USAMMA hosts annual chili cook off

Army Medical Logistics Command and U.S. Army Medical 
Materiel Agency held its third annual chili cookoff on Nov. 17 at Fort 

Detrick, Maryland. For the second consecutive year, Todd Bishop, director 
of USAMMA’s Business Support Office, took the coveted chili bowl trophy. 

Bishop said his chili was “prepared with love,” with smoked pork, beef, 
fresh ground spices and a little of his secret ingredient, cream cheese. After 
narrowly losing to Sgt. Maj. Monnet Bushner in 2020 via a “runoff” tiebreaker 
vote, Bishop has taken the last two competitions, beating out Maj. Zachary 
Patterson’s entry in 2021 also by runoff and Maj. Ashley Rodriguez’s dish 

this year outright. (U.S. Army photos by C.J. Lovelace/Released)

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

Soldiers with the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency participated in the third annual Thanksgiving Turkey 
Trot Ruck at Fort Detrick, Maryland, on Nov. 23. This year the team collected donations for the Frederick Food Bank 

and the Frederick Rescue Mission. 
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!Calling All DRUs!

KEITH GRIFFITH
Equipment specialist, Integrated Logistics Support Center, AMLC HQ

What do you do?
As an equipment specialist at the AMLC’s ILSC, I work with integrated product teams and sustainment 
plan development. The groundwork is performed early in the development of equipment life cycles to 
ensure consideration is given to safety, sustainment and supportability. I also ensure that an effective 
plan is in place for each item that transitions to sustainment from materiel developer to AMLC. We ensure 
that the plan is followed throughout the equipment life cycle and appropriate disposition is performed at 
the end of life.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
Having meaningful input in ensuring the requirements of the Soldiers are produced and the support of 
that solution is effective throughout its life cycle.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My role model was Col. Jettaka (Signaigio) McGregor Gammon. She’s now deceased, but if she could 
see me right now, I think she would say: “Stay humble yet passionate; be purposeful and take pride in 
all you do.”

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Forget past mistakes. Forget failures. Forget about everything except what you’re going to do now – 
and do it.” – William Durant

Highlighting the best of the best!

How long have you been working for headquarters, Army Medical Logistics Command? 
Since May 2021.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!Calling All DRUs!

JUSTIN SOLTIS
Warehouse supply technician, USAMMA, MMOD-Tobyhanna

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency? 
Almost three years.

What do you do?
As a supply technician in our warehouse, I work with shipping and receiving, materiel 
examination and as a building manager. I’m really a jack of all trades.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
Working with the best to support the warfighter.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My father, Joe Soltis. He’s proud of me.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Don’t judge the person, judge the chili.” Been saying it since I was 7.

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

LIANE MAYER
Purchasing agent for Clinical Engineering Division, USAMMC-E

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe?
I have worked at USAMMC-E for 35 years.

What do you do?
I am a purchasing agent for Clinical Engineering Division. I process payments for equipment 
maintenance services and parts.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
The trust that my management has in my every day decisions. I also enjoy the opportunities 
for continuing education and training that helps fine tune my abilities to function within the 
division.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say? 
One of my past supervisors. He was very professional and helpful. He would tell me that he 
is proud of my performance.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

 
What’s your favorite quote and why?
“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” – Eleanor Roosevelt

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

YI, HON-SU
Supply technician, USAMMC-K

How long have you been working for U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea?
I have been working at USAMMC-K for 13 months. I am so happy to work here. 

What do you do?
I am a supply technician. My main role is to work as an inbound manager assistant and 
process all kinds of items delivered from vendors, Defense Logistics Agency, DLA contractors 
and prime vendors.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy working with my coworkers. It is such a friendly atmosphere and it motivates me to come 
to work every day.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My role models are and have always been my parents. They raised me to be a good all-around 
person. They would tell me not to forget where I started and work hard.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“No pain, no gain.” I believe nothing can be achieved without effort.

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

mailto:usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca%40army.mil?subject=MEDLOG%20Monthly%20Inquiry%21
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NANCY HIGHTOWER
Contract officer representative, Healthcare Technology Branch

Womack Army Medical Center (Fort Bragg, N.C.)

How long have you been working for Womack Army Medical Center?
I’ve been at Womack for 22 years.

What do you do?
I manage, originate and provide surveillance for service contracts that keep some of our major 
systems mission ready.  As a contracting officer representative, I also oversee repair services 
for medical equipment while maintaining a government purchase card.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy strong work relationships. I like vendor interface that produces positive results in 
providing our organization with what is needed to provide premier health care. I also like 
facilitating a mission that supports the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines (active and retired) and 
their families, currently on the watch walls of freedom, making sacrifices for that freedom.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
Retired Chief Warrant Officer 4 Samantha Reed. If she could see me know, she would tell me to keep 
God first in all I do. She would say she is proud of me and that I should be fearless.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Our greatest fear is not that we are inadequate; our greatest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure.” – Marian Anderson. 

This quote resonates with me because fear is false evidence appearing real. If you fear failure, you will 
chase success and you can never achieve.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@army.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!
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